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Token Creek and the Settlement of Northeast Dane County
By Mary Clark

The townships of Windsor and Burke are located in the
northeast quarter of Dane County. The area was originally an
Indian camping ground; located on one of the highest elevations
in Dane County, early pioneers and settlers often referred to it as
“Winnebago Prairie.” The area was a favored hunting ground of
the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) people. When the first white settlers
arrived, the area was covered with Indian campsites and with
effigy mounds left by ancient Mound Builders.
The area was first surveyed by the federal General Land Office in
1834. Then in 1847, by act of the Legislature and the Governor,
the towns of Vienna, Westport, Burke and Windsor were
organized into Windsor Township including the current Burke
Township boundaries within. Since so many of the area settlers
hailed from Vermont, the original preferred name for the new
township was to be “Allen” to honor Vermont’s favorite son,
Ethan Allen. However, the Legislature disallowed that name
Windsor Township (T9N, R10E) and Burke Township (T8N,
because at the time, there was already another Wisconsin
R10E) are located in the Northeast quarter of Dane County.
community named Allen. Subsequently, Windsor Township
was named in memory of the county in Vermont from which several of the early settlers originated. The first Windsor town
meeting was held in April 1847, at the home of Horace Lawrence.
Settlement in Burke began in 1837. The township was separated from Windsor and officially established as a separate township
in 1851. Many of the first settlers were Irish. The new township was named for Edmund Burke, Ireland’s famous orator and
politician.
The tiny, unincorporated cross-roads community of Token Creek straddles the line between Windsor and Burke townships.
Although there are several popular myths about the naming of the creek and the community, the most likely story is that Token
Creek was named for a little known Indian chief, Tokaunee. From its early settlement, Token Creek was one of the most important communities in Dane County, along with Four Lakes (Madison) and Blue Mounds. It was located at the intersection of
two trails which became main travelers’ routes. One ran from Milwaukee to Prairie du Chien, now Highway 19; the other from
Four Lakes to Fort Winnebago, now Portage Road. Token Creek was the location of the first post office and the first school in
the area. At one time, Token Creek supported a dance hall, several hotels, a library and two grist mills.
The Lawrence Brothers
Among the earliest settlers in this area of Dane County were the Lawrence brothers - William, Horace and Charles. The
brothers were Yankees from Vermont. William and Horace Lawrence arrived in Burke Township in 1837 and built the first
house there in Section 11. It was said that Horace “kept bach” (i.e. remained a bachelor) living in that house in Burke. He
later opened his house for a hotel of sorts known as “The Prairie House.” The road to Fort Winnebago (Portage) ran right
by The Prairie House, making it a popular layover spot for travelers.
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Token Creek (Continued from page 1)
William Lawrence is generally recognized as the first settler in Windsor Township. In 1841, he established a homestead there in
Section 5. It was also a traveler’s inn known as “Eagle Point.” The inn was located just south of the present Highway DM off
Highway 51. In 1847, J.W. Helden, bought the place, added more land to the original parcel, and continued to operate it as a hotel.
William purchased and farmed a significant amount of land in both Windsor and Burke townships. Later during the Civil War,
he enlisted in the Union army, was taken ill and came home to die at his residence in Windsor.
William and Horace’s younger brother, Charles Lawrence arrived in Madison in 1838. He had been one of the workmen on
the old Territorial capitol. Charles lived at “Prairie House” for a while and later moved to Windsor. Charles married Caroline
Moore at the home of her father Volney Moore of Medina Township, on December 28, 1842 in a double ceremony with her
sister. These were the first marriages recorded in the town of Medina.

1861 map shows C. Lawrence property in Windsor Sec. 34; G.A. Spaulding property is adjacent in Burke Sec. 3.
In 1842, Charles purchased a tract of land from his brother Horace, located in Windsor Township, Section 34 at the site of the
present day Token Creek intersection. Charles built a house on his property and continued to reside on that farm until his death
in 1880. Charles and Caroline raised three sons at the place - Henry, James and Ellis. 		
Henry, the oldest of Charles Lawrence’s boys (b. 1845), was the first male child born in Windsor Township. Ellis, the youngest,
was born in Token Creek in 1854 in the same house. He later married Mary Walmslay in 1900. Ellis served as a postmaster at
Token Creek for a time, operating the post office out of one of the rooms of his home. A bubbling, spring-fed creek ran behind
the house. Ellis used the spring as a fish hatchery. He was said to have raised many trout in his two ponds there. He lived on
the park-like Lawrence homestead property until his death in 1928 at age 74. Ellis, and most of the other Lawrence family, are
buried in the Token Creek cemetery located just north of the Lawrence property.
After Ellis died, the house was occupied by Ed Schrader until his death in summer of 1974. The Lawrence property was sold in
1976. The house was torn down and a new house built on the estate grounds.

Ellis Lawrence

Original Charles Lawrence House
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Token Creek (Continued from page 2)
The Spaulding Brothers
Nathan Paine Spaulding was born in the state of Vermont in July 1806. In 1843, after a long journey, traveling part of the way
by oxen team, Nathan came to Windsor Township with his wife and three children. There he built a house in Section 34, right
next to the Charles Lawrence property. He was appointed the first Postmaster of Token Creek in 1846; and held that position
for more than twenty years until just before he died in 1868.
Nathan’s younger brother, George Adam Spaulding, was born in
September 1808. He was married to Mary Lawrence (I am not sure
how/if she was somehow related to our pioneer Lawrence brothers).
In 1841, G.A. Spaulding settled in Windsor Township, Section 4.
That same year, 1841, G.A. Spaulding built a house in Burke Township,
Section 3. By 1849, he had established a hotel there and ran it as a
popular inn for the community and for travelers. As business grew, a
double frame structure was added. The inn was located just south of
where Cleven’s Grocery (now Paddle Inn) stands. Later the inn was
run by William A. Fields and referred to as Fields Inn.
WHS Image ID: 65705. This view of the Token
Creek Tavern (Field’s Inn) was created from a
tintype (circa 1870) by E.E. Lawrence. Marcus H.
Wheeler, is on the upper balcony playing his violin.

In those pioneer days, the stopping place for oxen teams traveling
between Portage and Sun Prairie was the Inn in Token Creek. Old timers
in Token Creek recall the days when many oxen fed in the barns, many
men ate and drank in the tavern, and many young couples danced to the
strains of the violin and banjo in the old hall.

Marcus Wheeler, father of famed poetess, Ella Wheeler Wilcox, was a favored performer at the Tavern. The Wheelers lived at
Windsor, a few miles away. Marcus came to the tavern for every festive occasion. He was a “fiddler much in demand in his day
… Besides playing for dances, the elder Wheeler taught the minuet, quadrille, polka, schottische and other popular dances of
the time.” (Milwaukee Journal April 5, 1925)
George Spaulding died in 1870, but until later destroyed by fire in 1881, the Token Creek Tavern remained the area’s social
center.
Before the days of the railroad, Token Creek was on the main route of travel between Madison and Fort Winnebago (Portage).
Due to its location, the community could support several travelers’ inns and hotels. The community thrived and grew. The
arrival of the railroad in the 1870s which bypassed Token Creek, reduced the number of travelers passing by the inns there.
The railroads were built through Sun Prairie and Windsor taking the traffic away from Token Creek.
After the Madison to Portage rail line was established, the economies of all communities along the railroad began to flourish
and their populations grew significantly. Windsor, DeForest and Morrisonville all became more active in the area; while Token
Creek’s importance began to decline.
Once a lively and historic spot in the settling of Dane County, today Token Creek is a pleasant little community that keeps the
secret of its historic importance.
Author’s note. I consulted many sources (mostly from within our own Otto Schroeder Records Center) to piece together the stories of the
Lawrence and the Spaulding families. Note that early accounts of these pioneers sometimes vary from source to source, or are vague in their
details. I drew mainly from the following sources.
1. Bork, Mae, and Mary Zumbrunnen. 1987. History of Token Creek: townships of Windsor and Burke, Dane County, Wisconsin. Madison,
Wis: Printed in the United States of America.
2. Madison, Dane County and surrounding towns: being a history and guide to places of scenic beauty and historical note ... early intercourse of the settlers with the Indians ... with a complete list of county supervisors and officers, and legislative members. 1978. [Madison?
Wis.]: Dane County Historical Society. Available online at https://archive.org/stream/madisondanecount00park#page/n7/mode/2up
3. Butterfield, Consul Willshire. 1993. History of Dane County, Wisconsin: containing an account of its settlement, growth, development and
resources ... preceded by a History of Wisconsin, statistics of the state, and an abstract of its laws and constitution and of the Constitution of
the United States. Salem, Mass: Higginson Book Co.
4. Windsor sesqui-centennial, 1841 – 1991. Supplement to DeForest Times Tribune. July 3, 1991.
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Record Center Highlights
The Otto Schroeder Records Center is the recent recipient of a donation of three original documents that relate to early settlement of the northeast quarter of Dane County. These original documents record the transfer and registration of lands in
Windsor and Burke townships. They involve some of the earliest pioneers in the area. The documents come to us through the
generous donation of Doug and Mary Hudzinski, who reside on the original property of Charles Lawrence in Token Creek.
The documents were passed on from the previous owners of the Lawrence property to Doug and Mary, when they purchased
the land in 1977. The documents, which pre-date Wisconsin’s statehood, are partially hand written on parchment paper. This is
an exciting addition to the Otto Schroeder Records Center collection.
1) The first document is a Warrantee Deed for the sale of 80 acres in Windsor Township; Section 34, from Horace Lawrence
to his brother Charles Lawrence for the sum of $100.00 – dated May 11, 1842. The document is 12¾ x 15½ inches, on fragile
parchment paper. It has some serious folding damage; and the ink is very faint in some places. The text of this document reads
in part:
This Indenture, made the Eleventh day of May in the year of our
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty two between Horace
Lawrence of the County of Dane & Territory of Wisconsin, party of
the first part, and Charles Lawrence of the same place, party of the
second part:
Witnesseth, that the said party of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred dollars to him in hand paid, by the
said party of the second part, the receipt whereof is hereby confessed
and acknowledged, hath given, granted, bargained, sold, remised,
released, aliened, and confirmed; and by these present, doth give,
grant, bargain, sell, remise, release, alien, and confirm, unto the said
party of the second part, and to his heirs and assigns forever, All that
certain piece or parcel of land lying & situate in the county of Dane and Territory as aforesaid in the Milwaukee Land District
in said Territory known and described as the South East quarter of the South west quarter and the South west quarter of the
South East quarter of Section No. thirty four (34) in Township No. nine (9) North of Range No. Ten (10) East containing
Eighty acres.
2) The second document is an original Register of Land by Horace Lawrence – dated 1843. It officially registers the same parcel
that was sold to Charles above. The date of register appears to be AFTER the date of the transaction between Horace and
Charles. Presumably, it took this long to get the application and document to Washington DC to be signed in the federal Land
Office. It is signed in Washington D.C. by President John Tyler (or actually by his Secretary). The document is 16 x 10 inches,
on fragile parchment paper. It has some folding damage; and the ink is very faint in some places. The text of the document
reads as follows:
Whereas Horace Lawrence, of Dane County Wisconsin Territory
Has deposited in the GENERAL LAND OFFICE of the United
States, a Certificate of the Register of the Land Office at Milwaukee whereby it appears that full payment has been made by the said
Horace Lawrence according to the provisions of the act of Congress
of the 24th of April, 1820, entitled “An Act making further provision for the sale of the Public Lands,” for the South East quarter of
the South west quarter and the South west quarter of the South East
quarter of Section thirty four in Township Nine North, of Range ten
East, in the District of Lands, subject to sale at Milwaukee Wisconsin Territory containing Eighty acres according to the official plat of
the survey of the said Lands, returned to the General Land Office by
the SURVEYOR GENERAL, which said tract has been purchased by the said Horace Lawrence NOW KNOW YE, that The
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in consideration of the Premises, and in conformity with the several acts of Congress, in
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Record (Continued from page 4)
such case made and provided, HAVE GIVEN AND GRANTED and by these presents DO GIVE AND GRANT, unto the
said Horace Lawrence and to his heirs, the said tract above described: TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same, together with all
the rights, privileges, immunities, and appurtenances of whatsoever nature thereunto belonging, unto the said Horace Lawrence
and to his heirs and assigns forever.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I, John Tyler, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, have caused these
letters to be made PATENT, and the SEAL of the GENERAL LAND OFFICE to be hereunto affixed. GIVEN under my
hand at the City of Washington, the third day of March in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty three
and of the INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES the sixty seventh
										By the President: John Tyler
										By R. Tyler, Sec’y
3) The third document is an original property Deed of Sale for a different parcel, from pioneer George A. Spaulding to Charles
Lawrence – dated June 1845. It describes a land transaction through which Charles Lawrence purchased the property in Token
Creek where he built his homestead. The document is 12½ x 15 inches, on fragile parchment paper. It has some folding damage;
and the ink is extremely faded and difficult to decipher in some areas. The text of the document reads as follows:
Know all men by these presents, that George A. Spaulding and Mary Spaulding, his wife of the town of Sun Prairie (?) in the
County of Dane and Territory of Wisconsin, in consideration of one dollar twenty five cents per acre have put (?) money paid
by Charles Lawrence the receipt whereof We do hereby
acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell and convey unto the
said Charles Lawrence his heirs and assigns forever, the following described tract of land – all that certain Piece of land
lying and being East of the center of the north and south
road known as the Fort Winnebago road being a part of the
North West quarter of North East quarter of section number
three in Township number Eight north of Range number ten
East.
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the afore-granted premises, to
the said Charles Lawrence his heirs and assigns, to have and
to hold use and behoof forever: And We do for Our heirs,
executors, and administrators, covenant with the said Charles
Lawrence his heirs and assigns, that We are lawfully seized
in fee of the afore-granted premises; that they are free of all
incumbrances; that We have good right to sell and convey
the same to the said Charles Lawrence; and that We will warrant and defend the said premises to the said Charles Lawrence his
heirs and assigns forever, against the lawful claims and demands of all persons.
In witness whereof, the said Parties of the first part have hereunto set our hand and seal this 21st day of June in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-five.
Signed by George A Spaulding and Mary Spaulding
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New DCHS Office Manager: Helen Wirka
Hello from the DCHS office! My name is Helen Wirka and I am very
excited to be the new office manager for the Dane County Historical
Society! I started working for DCHS in March after Arielle Perry
departed for her new job in Boston in February. Although I was born
in Milwaukee, my family moved to Madison in 1985 and I consider
myself to be a Madison native. I attended Blessed Sacrament grade
school, Edgewood High School, and the University of WisconsinMadison, where I majored in History.
I moved to the Washington, DC area after college, where I earned
my Master’s Degree in Museum Studies at The George Washington
University, and I held various positions at an historic house museum
in Alexandria, Virginia over the course of 10 years. That museum
was Carlyle House Historic Park, a 1753 Georgian house which was
centered at the heart of 18th century politics. Throughout the years,
many famous historical figures visited the house, including George Washington who was a relative of John Carlyle, the man
who built the house, as well as the illustrious and infamous British General, Edward Braddock, who held a congress of
colonial governors at the site in 1755. The Carlyle House was a part of important Civil War history as well. In the 1860s, it
housed US Army doctors who worked in the hospital/hotel that had been built in front of the house a few years before the War.
You may have heard something about this story due to the fact that in 2016, PBS premiered a new series about that hospital
called “Mercy Street.” It aired for two seasons on Sunday nights.
My most recent job at Carlyle House was curator and historic site specialist at the museum. In that role, I planned special
events and living history programs, oversaw the museum collection, created seasonal interpretations in the house, and assisted
our director with site operations and our volunteer program in cooperation with our educator. I moved back to Madison in
November 2016, to be closer to my family.
Wherever I live, I immediately delve into the local community history, and happily the history here in Dane County is MY
family’s heritage! (See article on “Researching the Tychoberahn.”) In my role as office manager here at DCHS, my priorities
are working with the board to find ways to increase our membership and the visibility of the Society in the community in
addition to processing 2017 membership renewals. I will also start offering research appointment hours for the Otto Schroeder
Records Center beginning in May; assist the board with planning the annual meeting that will take place in the fall; plan special
programming in conjunction with the unveiling of the 2017 marker; and run our social media pages. In exciting news, I plan to
update our website to include more information on our historical markers, such as a map and images.
I look forward to meeting many of you at upcoming events and if you have any questions please feel free to contact me at
danecountyhistory@gmail.com or 608-224-3605. I am usually in the office on Mondays and Tuesdays, and some Wednesdays
(and some Saturdays, beginning in May).

SAVE THE DATE!
Dane County Historical Society

Annual Open House & 2017 Membership Meeting
Sunday, October 29th from 1-3pm
Lussier Family Heritage Center

Watch this space - more details to follow
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Researching the Tychoberahn: An Unexpected Gift
By Helen Wirka

Often, life hands us gifts that are completely unexpected. Since I was hired as the office manager for the Dane County
Historical Society, I received one such present. My father grew up in Madison, but after college he moved to Milwaukee.
When I was 3 years old, my family moved back to Madison, and I grew up attending the same schools as my father, from
grade school through college. Although my mother is not from Madison, she pays close
attention to family history, both her own and my father’s. She is the unofficial family
historian and over the years when we would drive from the West Side to the East Side
and Downtown Madison, she would talk about the places with which the Wirka family
was associated. This included Madison Central High School. Over the years my mother
talked about how the high school that my paternal grandmother had attended was called
Madison Central High School, but that it had closed down many years before. As I
learned more about the Dane County Historical Society and the holdings in the records
center for DCHS, I made the connection! It was a very exciting day when I
realized that among the numerous holdings in the Otto Schroeder Records Center are
the Tychoberahn yearbook and Madison Mirror school paper for my grandmother’s
high school! What an unexpected gift! I now had a very personal connection to the
history that is being preserved by the Dane County Historical Society!
On my first day on the job, Mary Clark, DCHS’s president, was training me and showing me where everything was, including
the digitized Tychoberahn on the http://recollectionwisconsin.org website. After she showed me the website, we checked the
voice mail, and there just so happened to be a request from someone who wanted more information about family members who
had attended Madison Central High School. His timing was perfect! I returned his phone call, but not knowing who his family
members were, I thought it would be best that I, myself, learn how to use the digital Tychoberahn for research purposes, so
that I could assist researchers like this caller. I especially wanted to know more about how the text search and images worked,
and how to navigate the site. I had an “a-ha!” moment when I realized that my best resource for
doing this was to look up my own paternal grandmother, and it worked very well! I added 16
years to my grandmother’s birthdate (1903) to determine which yearbook I should start studying,
and then I searched for her maiden name. I learned from the sophomore class list in the 1919
Tychoberahn that that was the year my grandmother, Eleanor, had been in her second year at
Madison Central High School. But as a bonus gift, I also found several mentions of her next
oldest sister who happened to have been photographed in two club photos and in her senior
class photo. As I went back to looking for my grandmother, I next checked the digital Tychoberahn edition for 1921 and did a text search again, and right in front of me was my grandmother—it was amazing!! I had never seen a photo of my grandmother from her teenage years.
When I was growing up she had already been in her 80s and over the years I had had difficulty
seeing the likeness between her and my dad, but when she was 18, her features were so like my
father’s, and the resemblance was so strong that it was absolutely stunning.
The gentleman who had called our office on my first day and spurred my search in the digital Tychoberahn called back and
thanks to my own research, I was able to walk him through how to use the collection on Recollection Wisconsin. He plans to
come to do research in person and look at the yearbooks and newspapers in their original form once we start offering appointment hours in May. But in the meantime, I can give testimony first hand to the great work that DCHS is doing by having the
Tychoberahn available online! Truly it was a very special moment for me and for my family when I shared the news with them.
Hopefully, many more families and researchers will continue to use this wonderful resource for years to come!

Tychoberahn Copies Wanted
Do you have an old Tychoberahn copy (in good condition) that you would like to donate to Dane County Historical Society?
Since we have digitized our full run of Madison Central Tychoberahn Yearbook and made it available online, we periodically
get requests to locate hard copy volumes of one year or another. We have a limited number duplicate copies that we are willing
to sell to anyone who wants one. If you are interested in a hard copy volume, let Helen know (danecountyhistory@gmail.com)
We are currently looking for a 1969 volume. If you have that specific volume and would like to donate it, let us know.
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President’s Message from Mary Clark
Dear Friends,
This is my last report as President of the Dane County Historical Society. I am stepping down from the office and from the Board of
Directors. It is with mixed feelings that I do so. My husband and I are retiring to Arkansas to rest and relax. We will be raising bees way
out in the rural landscape.
I have been privileged to serve as President of the Board of Directors of DCHS since 2006. This has been the longest serving presidential term
since the old days of Delma Donald Woodburn – who was our first president and served in the position for 17 years.
I must say that I have loved working with the Society over these many years. I learned so much about our local history; and I enjoyed passing
that information on to others. Our Dane County Historical Society Board and our volunteers are outstanding. I leave the continued guidance
of the Society in the capable hands of our board – Jerry, Barbara, Beverly, Ann, Joanne and Rich; and I leave the day-to-day management of
the Society with Helen, our brand new office manager.
I plan to remain a loyal member of the society. I will probably be the first person to send in my membership renewal each year; I hope to
even continue to volunteer from afar; and I plan to continue contributing to the DCHS newsletter. I was born and grew up in Dane County.
This will always be my home and I love the important heritage and the legacy of this county. DCHS has as its mission the promotion of
that heritage. I have been honored to help guide the Dane County Historical Society in that mission for the past decade.
I want to take this opportunity, as I leave, to encourage everyone not only to continue your support for the Society through your membership
and generous donations, which are both vitally important to the organization; but also, to attend any DCHS programs that you can, to give
your comments and feedback on activities of the society, to volunteer for projects that come up, to visit the DCHS website and the Facebook
page. I particularly want to encourage anyone with time and energy to spare, to please consider joining our Board of Directors. Dane County
Historical Society currently has several vacant seats on the Board; and unfortunately, I am now contributing another vacant seat as I step
down. I can wholeheartedly attest to the great satisfaction to be gained from helping to preserve the rich heritage of this county.
Farewell to everyone.
Mary Clark
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