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The Dane County Historical Society 
Office and the Otto Schroeder  
Records Center are located on the  
lower level of the Lussier Family  
Heritage Center, 3101 Lake Farm  
Road just south of the Beltline near 
Lake Waubesa.

Dane County Historical Society
2021 Annual Meeting

Tuesday, September 28, 2021
Lower Level - Lussier Family Heritage Center

William G. Lunney Lake Farm Park, 3101 Lake Farm Road

   12:30 pm - Doors Open     1:00 pm - Refreshments Served  1:30 pm - Program Begins

 • Welcome - Jerry Remy, DCHS President
 • 2021 Annual Report
 • DCHS By-law Revisions - John Decker, Board Member
 • DCHS Board Member Elections - Peter Williams, Board Member
 • Award to Karen Baumann, Long-time DCHS Volunteer
 • Unveiling of New DCHS Historical Marker, Philip and Elizabeth Lewis/Lewis Nine Springs E-Way 

Keynote Presentation, Danielle Benden, Driftless Pathways

Danielle will provide DCHS annual meeting attendees an over-
view of the development of an interpretive plan for the Capital 
Springs Recreation Area. What started as a proposal by DCHS 
to hire Danielle to develop a four-panel exhibit about the ar-
cheology in Lunney Lake Farm Park grew in scope with each 
conversation we had; first with Dane County Parks, then with the 
Friends of the Capital Springs Recreation Area and ultimately the 
Ho-Chunk Nation.

The four groups formed a partnership and successfully applied 
for a $2000 Wisconsin Humanities Council mini-grant. Danielle 
was hired to write the grant and facilitate the planning process, 
including four group planning sessions. Following that she will 
write a comprehensive interpretive plan addressing prehistoric 
archaeology, current-day native culture, and natural resources as 
well as the intersection between them all. Once the first phase 
of the interpretive plan has been completed, a second phase will 
focus on implementation. 



2020 Annual Appeal A Success
Our 2020 end-of-year Annual Appeal was a wonderful success. To date we have raised a little over $1300. 
This  money will be used to conserve important documents in our collection as well as digitize collections 
we want to make more accessible and relevant to a broader world-wide audience.

The first collection we will digitize is the Ferdinand L. Kronenberg collection. Kronenberg was an extremely 
accomplished Madison-based architect. In 1985 the Madison Trust for Historic Preservation presented us 
with the collection that includes over 140 different commissions and well over 1000 drawings.

The Dane County Historical Society is very appreciative of the support we received from our membership. 
We sent out about 100 appeal letters and had a 30% response rate which demonstrates the depth of the  
support we enjoy from the membership. In closing, let me extend my sincere thanks and gratitude for our 
supporters. And look for more about the Kronenberg drawings!

DCHS Celebrates 60 years
People had publicly urged for the formation of a Dane County Historical Society as far 
back as 1898, Wisconsin’s Semi-Centennial, and again in 1948, during the State’s Cen-
tennial. But it wasn’t until November, 1960 that the Madison City Farmers established 
a committee to push the idea. County Agriculture Agent J.W. Clark made the sugges-
tion then, no doubt in part spurred by Dane County’s pending 125th anniversary.

Clark’s suggestion fell on fertile ground and by January, 1961 a core group of 
Madison City Farmers members met at Crandall’s restaurant to sign incorporation 
papers. The group included noteworthies such as Velma Woodburn as chair, Henry 
E. Reynolds, then a Madison mayoral candidate, Milo K. Swanton, former president 
of the State Historical Society, Capital Times newspaper man Herbert A. Jacobs, and 
ag agent J.W. Clark. By February, 1961, 147 people signed up as charter members at 
a meeting during the Dane County Fair.

By July, 1968 DCHS had formed a partnership with the Madison Public Library and 
the Dane County Library Service to establish a new Dane County Archives and Records Center. This unique 
partnership was proclaimed a success and soon received an Award of Merit from the American Association of 
State and Local History. 

When Madison’s library became critically overcrowded, DCHS had to find new accomodations. By 2002, DCHS 
had raised $80,000 for inclusion in the proposed Lussier Family Heritage Center, to be situated in Dane County’s 
beautiful Lake Farm Park. Fundraising relied heavily on a generous $50,000 donation from Amy Gillibrand in 
honor of her grandfather Otto Schroeder, for whom the Archives and Records Center is now named.

Other major accomplishments during the past sixty years include a county-wide marker program that includes 
a marker in every Dane County town, village and city for a total of 47. And of course, the publishing of several 
Dane County history books, most notably in 2000 a county history entitled Forward! A History of DANE: 
The Capital County. We are always looking for new members so if you haven’t already please consider  
joining us today.

J.W. Clark in the Hauge Log 
Church “preaching” at a 

DCHS meeting.
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Madison Trust Plans Greenbush Tour
Looking forward to a day when we can gather together freely, 
the Madison Trust for Historic Preservation is planning a spe-
cial historic architecture walking tour for September of 2021. 
This tour will take place in the Greenbush Neighborhood, once 
the home of members of three marginalized groups: Italians, 
Jews and African Americans. Thanks go to the Dane County 
Historical Society for providing resources used in  
researching this tour.

The Greenbush neighborhood was viewed by the mainstream 
population of Madison as a place for enjoyment (spaghetti 
restaurants, speakeasies during Prohibition) but also as a dan-
gerous center of crime (bootlegging, organized crime) and a 
blighted neighborhood.  Residents of the neighborhood saw it 
as a warm home where neighbors looked out for neighbors and 
the hard-working could be successful, either through work-
ing in Madison’s industries or starting small businesses. The 

urban renewal effort in the 1960s destroyed the heart of the neighborhood, but many traces remain and the 
descendants of the original residents keep memories alive. In the years after urban renewal, several loca-
tions in the neighborhood became associated with Madison’s LGBTQ community.

As plans for this tour are confirmed, they will be shared on the Trust’s website: madisonpreservation.org – 
watch this site for more information about the Greenbush tour, as well as other events planned by the Trust.
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Paratore House

Please renew your membership to the Dane County Historical Society. 
Help us fulfill our mission to preserve and promote Dane County History. 

Use the Membership Renewal form inside this newsletter.

Proposed New Membership Dues and Levels to Start in 2022
The Board of the Birectors for the Dane County Historical Society has proposed a small increase in  
membership dues as well as the introduction of four new levels. The new levels are named in honor of  
important historical figures associated with Dane County history. The change allows our members to find 
the category that best fits their willingness and ability to support our mission. These new membership  
levels will start in 2022 and not affect membership giving for 2021.

$15 - Student, with a valid Student ID  $100 - Aldo Leopold
$25 - Individual Membership    $250 - Frank Lloyd Wright
$40 - Family Membership    $500 – Eston Hemings Jefferson
$50 – Business/Professional Membership  $1000 – Belle LaFollette
$50 - Golden Membership
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Recent Acquisitions
By Rich Eggleston

Much of the world has hit “pause” in dealing with the  
pandemic, but not so donors to the Dane County Historical  
Society. In 2020, Dane County Park gave us two maps titled 
“Mount Horeb County Park.” Now known as Stewart Lake 
park, this was Dane County’s first county park. One map  
dated August 1939 was drawn by the Wisconsin State  
Planning Board and shows the proposed new man-made 
lake (see below).

This year, former Madison resident Rick Burn gave us  
digital copies of hundreds of photos he took in the mid-1960s of rail-
road trains as they came through town and nearby. Rick was a student at 
UW-Madison from 1963-68 and an avid railroad enthusiast. The photos 
document how much people still traveled by train, before the automobile and 
the interstate dominated our transportation system. Look for these photos to 
be posted on our website in the very near future.

In February, Ed Virnig donated a copy of “Cross Plains: a community remem-
bers its Roots.” In July, Mary Wendt donated a “pre-1921” class ring from 
Madison’s Central High School, likely someone’s cherished keepsake many 
decades ago. Also, we received a copy of “From Fjord to Flatland, a history of 
the Myrah, Velo and Knudson Families,” of Wisconsin and Minnesota, and an 
1889 deed that Kelly Sutkamp of Louisville, Ky. found while antiquing.

Badger Special Train, Milwaukee Road Station

Board Member Profile
Rich Eggleston

Rich Eggleston never met a historical society he didn’t like. He’s a past  
president of the Fitchburg Historical Society and current co-president of the 
Dane County Historical Society. He has served on the board of Historic  
Madison Inc. and is a member of the Price County Historical Society.  
Delving into his own history, Rich was disappointed to learn that only one 
guy in his family tree was hanged, but not from a tree: John Brown, who  
met his end after plotting a slave revolt before the Civil War.

Rich grew up in Chicago, attended Northwestern University, and cut his  
journalistic teeth at the legendary City News Bureau. He worked for a small 
daily in central Wisconsin before joining The Associated Press. Eggleston is 
a member of the State Incorporation Review Board, which applies standards 
for the incorporation of towns.

Rich Eggleston

Aug. 1939 map of Mt. Horeb County Park



The Wonder Bar Saved From The Wrecking Ball - For Now!
The Wonder Bar, a Prohibition-era Roadhouse, was saved from the wrecking ball, at least for now, when  
Madison's Plan Commission rejected a 18-story proposal for two reasons; one because the commission  
expressed real sympathy for the historic value of the Wonder Bar and two because 18 stories was just too high. 
This building would have been the third tallest in Madison and would have been seen from Vilas Park and other 
distant locations. 

Rick Bernstein, DCHS Administrator, testified at the meeting stating that relocating of the Wonder Bar could be 
probably be accomplished for much less than the developer's estimate of $250,000, probably closer to a third 
of third or less, and that the City's planning department should take the lead in issuing an RFP to find someone 
who could take the relocation and restoration of this threatened historic building on. Members of the Plan  
Commission also expressed an interest in seeing the resubmittal of a revised proposal, so stay tuned for the 
still-tenuous future of this unique historic resource.

Madison's historic Wonder Bar, A Prohibition-era Roadhouse, saved for now but stay tuned.
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New Computer on Our Wish List
The Dane County Historical Society needs a new computer and we are 
asking for your help in buying it. Today we manage office operations 
on an older Lenovo laptop that has a broken upper-case key and limited 
speed and storage capacity. We are eyeing something with greater speed 
and storage capacity that will help us digitize our archival collection  
pursuant to today’s best practices. Anything you can add to your  
membership renewal as an additional gift would be most appreciated.
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OUR YEAR IN REVIEW
May 2020 - May 2021

RestoRing ColleCtions

Digitizing ColleCtions
Working with intern, Evan Lee, the Dane County Historical Society 
posted online many of the photographs we have from the Madison 
Mozart Club. The all-white male choir based in Madison performed 
over 200 times across southern Wisconsin from the time it was started 
in 1902 until it disbanded over fifty years later in 1953. Our intern also 
developed checklists organized by the member’s name to facilitate 
collection research by genealogists.

FunDRaising
Our 2020 Annual Appeal requested for funds for two things: 1) to continue digitizing more of 
our collections, primarily the Kronenberg architectural drawings and 2) to maintain best practic-
es when it comes to taking good care of what we have. Roughly 25% of our 100+ membership 
rose to the challenge and donated $1300 to help us achieve just that.

aCquiRing ColleCtions
Rick Burn Railroad Photo Collection
New acquisitions for the past year include over 400 digital images 
of train photos taken by Rick Burn while a student at UW-Madison 
from 1963 until 1967. Rick now retired in New Holland wanted 
to find a place that could safeguard and make accessible this 
important collection. Expect to see more about this collection 
in the future.

Cardinal Hotel, Architectural Drawings, 
Ferdinand L. Kronenberg
The Dane County Historical Society recently received 38 ink-on- 
linen architectural drawings of the Cardinal Hotel located in 
downtown Madison. The hotel was constructed in 1908 and then 
a year later enlarged. The 38 drawings were donated to us by 
Arlan Kay, the architect of the building’s rehabilitation in 1985.

The Dane County Historical Society restored its rare 
1914 Dane County plat map. The wall-sized county 
plat map proudly hangs in the DCHS office at the lower 
level of the Lussier Family Heritage Center. The map 
had suffered full-length tears and recent water 
damage. Thankfully restoration was covered by our  
insurance. The map was restored to its original condi-
tion by a professional paper conservator in Chicago.



Dane County Historical Society
2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name:

Address:

City: State:  Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Renewing Member New Member

Levels of Membership (check only ONE)

Individual Membership
Individual Memberships

w/First Time Member Discount
w/Local Historical Soc Discount
(indicate which society below)

$15.00
$10.00
$10.00

Family Membership
Family Memberships

w/First Time Member Discount
w/Local Historical Soc Discount
(indicate which society below)

$20.00
$15.00
$15.00

Golden Membership $50.00

Business Membership $40.00

Student Membership $10.00

I am enclosing an extra donation of $                                 in addition to my membership.

I would like to designate my gift to a specific use other than the general fund:   

(Donations to the Society in memory of loved ones are a wonderful way to help our non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.)

Make checks payable to & mail to:
Dane County Historical Society

3101 Lake Farm Road
Madison, WI 53711

In honor of the 60th Anniversary in 2021 of the founding of the Dane County 
Historical Society, please considering renewing your membership at the $50 level.

Members joining or renewing at the $100 level will receive a Dane County  
Historical Society shoulder bag.
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Finally We Can Meet Again!
We are so looking forward to seeing you in person at our 2021 Annual Meeting.  
The Dane County Historical Society board has set the date and agenda (see first page). 
The event will take place Tuesday, September 28, 2021 at 1:30 pm. Doors will open  
at 12:30 pm. Because the Delta Variant is prominent, please be sure to wear a mask. 
The meeting is open to members and non-members alike. There will be lots of  
refreshments, so bring your appetite and maybe a friend who might want to learn  
more about Dane County history and just have a good time. Some gems from our  
archives will be on display to demonstrate how valuable our archives are in  
preserving your local history!


