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Who Was Mary B.?
Donald P. Sanford

On January 29, 1950, Madisonians wandered into the kitchen, 
filled their coffee cups, fried a couple of eggs and turned to the 
sports section of the Wisconsin State Journal. Sharing some of  
the valuable space above the fold with the headline proclaiming 
Jack Dempsey the greatest fighter of the past half-century was 
another--“Mary B Wins Pair of Races.”  

During the 1950s, this headline or something like it appeared  
dozens of times in both Madison dailies. Mary B was fast,  
really fast, but just who or what was she? A racehorse, track star  
or maybe a downhill skier? None of the above—she was an 
iceboat. Thirty-nine feet long and weighing in at around 2,000 
pounds, she was not just any iceboat. She was the dream of one 
of Madison’s largest electrical contractors and public-spirited 
citizens, Orvin “OT” Havey. Though he wasn’t much of a sailor 
himself, OT loved the sport and he loved Madison. This love affair 
launched him on a mission to bring the Hearst and Stuart cups,  
the most important trophies in the sport back to his hometown.* 

To do this, Havey needed a brand-new boat, something fast, a 
winner. For that he turned to Frank O. Tetzlaff and Carl Bernard, 
two of the greatest iceboat designers and sailors of the day. 

A master carpenter, homebuilder and contractor, Tetzlaff was acknowledged by Marshall Erdman as the only  
person capable of realizing Mr. Wright’s plans for the First Unitarian Meeting House. An iceboater in his spare 
time, he raced, designed and built several iceboats including the Fritz, a winner of both the Hearst and Stuart.

Bernard was a third-generation Lake Mendota boatman. In the 1920s, Carl was well-known in the Midwest as a 
champion outboard hydroplane racer. And by the mid-1940s, he’d won almost every local, regional and national 
ice boating trophy. 

OT had his team. Ice Boats are built of Sitka spruce, a tree that grows in the distant forests of the Pacific  
Northwest. Prized for its lightweight, flexibility and strength, it is the preferred material for airplanes, gliders  
and iceboats. Havey ordered a boxcar full of the stuff. For an iceboater, opening the door to this car must have felt 
like opening the vault at Fort Knox. Tetzlaff and a helper spent days inspecting each piece of these 40-foot boards, 
rejecting any with even the slightest flaws.
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The Mary B racing on Lake Mendota,  
Courtesy Marianne Hobbins
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All of Mary B’s hardware, except for a few pul-
leys, was fabricated at the Wisconsin Foundry and 
Machine Company located in the 600 block of East 
Main Street. The Botham family, owners of the 
business, were sailors, and though they specialized 
in massive rock-crushing machinery, they were 
happy to lend their talents to anything boat-related.

On March 22, 1948, after nearly three years of 
building, Mary B was christened on Lake  
Mendota’s ice by her namesake, Mary Bernice 
Havey. As OT planned, the B was a champion, bringing the Hearst, Stuart and Challenge Pennant to Madison  
time and time again. She became a legend, eclipsing that of her owner and, to some extent, the men who sailed  
her cementing Madison’s reputation as the Ice Boating Capital of the Universe.

Since 2016 she has been owned and maintained by the Iceboat Foundation, LLC, a non-profit dedicated to  
preserving classic iceboats like the Mary B.

* The Hearst (as in William Randolph) and Stuart cups date back to 1904. In 1881, iceboaters on the Hudson River 
established what is now the granddaddy of all ice boating trophies, the Ice Yacht Challenge Pennant of America. 

 

The Wisconsin Foundry and Machine Co. 
Courtesy Dane County Historical Society

Announcing Our New Summer Intern!
The Dane County Historical Society is pleased to announce that Evan Lee will be an intern 
for us this summer. Evan is currently a senior at UW-Madison and wanted to intern with 
DCHS out of a desire to work with history, to help in public education, and have hands-on 
experience with historical materials. Currently, Evan studies history and is working towards 
certificates in German and European Studies. After graduation, Evan plans to enroll in  
graduate school and is writing his senior thesis. Ultimately, he hopes to work with history  
in the public sphere, in education, or academia.  

The basic objectives for our internship will be three-fold: research, appraisal/reappraisal and assistance with  
establishing new archival capabilities. 
 
Our first research project will focus on the The Madison Mozart Club, a singing society founded in 1901 and  
disbanded in 1959. Recently, DCHS accepted two of the Club’s ledger books that will be added to our existing  
extensive collection. (More about the Club in this newsletter’s article Recent Acquisitions.) The research we develop 
can be used in a number of constructive ways, including developing finding aids, producing newsletter articles, and  
in setting priorities for affirmative efforts to collect, fundraising, conservation, digitization, etc. 

In terms of appraisal, DCHS has a small backlog of donated collections that need to have an initial appraisal  
undertaken. Evan and DCHS staff and board members will work in tandem to make the initial appraisal of the  
newly-donated materials. In addition our intern will work hand-in-hand with current staff to start an ongoing  
reappraisal of DCHS collections. The objective here would be to take a second more intensive look at our current 
collections to assess their potential for additional research, conservation, digitization, and fundraising.

Lastly Evan will assist the DCHS in establishing two new workstations, one for digitization and one for humidifica-
tion. Because DCHS has an established website that includes a large online catalog, it makes sense to digitize some of 
our collections and then post them on our website. This would make these collections easily available and more useful 
to possible researchers. The humidification station would help us conserve collections that are currently tightly rolled 
and therefore difficult to use or digitize. These include our extensive collections of architectural drawings and maps.
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Recent Acquisitions
(Occasional Series)

Madison Mozart Club 
Two Ledger Books 1908-24 and 1925-45 

Like every historical records repository, the Dane County Historical Society is involved in acquiring historical 
records and manuscripts. Any decision to accept a donation must be carefully considered since storage space 
in our 25’ x 25’ comes at a premium. As we accept more and more our potential to accept donations becomes 
increasingly difficult. Nevertheless accepting two ledger books from the Madison Mozart Club was an easy 
decision since they could be added to an already existing collection. 

In 1978 the DCHS accepted a sizable collection relating to the Madison Mozart Club. The Club was founded  
in 1901 by John Simpson, a native of Norway, who came to Madison, Wisconsin, in 1899 from Chicago where 
he had been a member of a Norwegian singing society. The club performed over 200 concerts throughout  
southern Wisconsin until it disbanded in 1959. At the time of donation, it was believed that the club’s financial 
and business records had been destroyed. But these two newly-acquired ledger books dating from 1908 to 1945 
help fill that gap. 

Because of the relative importance and strength of DCHS’s collection, the Madison Mozart Club is a prime  
candidate for affirmative efforts to locate additional materials and possibly for digitization efforts as well. 

Recently Acquired Books
DCHS has recently acquired two books. The first is entitled The Wetlands  
of Dane County. This book was prepared in 1974 by Barbara L. Bedford,  
Elizabeth H. Zimmerman, and James Zimmerman for the Dane County Regional 
Planning Commission in cooperation with the Wisconsin Department of  
Natural Resources. This copy came to us from the Department of Natural  
Resources, which no longer needed it.

In addition, we acquired a copy of the beautifully-illustrated Oregon - Images of 
America.  It was produced by the Oregon Area Historical Society and published 
by Arcadia Publishing. Additional copies are still for sale from OAHS.

xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxx xxxxxx

New Board of Director
Virginia (Gini) Nichols, McFarland, has lived in Dane County for the past 52 years.  
She moved to Madison in 1968 to teach at Carl Sandburg School on Madison’s East Side. 
She married Stan Nichols in 1969 and raised 3 children in Monona and McFarland.  
She resumed her teaching career in 1983 and retired from St. John School in Waunakee in 
2005.  Gini has always been interested in history. After obtaining her Masters Degree in 
1973, she began researching her ancestors and recording and documenting her findings. 
Gini has published several books and pedigrees of her own ancestors and those of her  
husband.  She has also taught genealogy classes at Edgewood College. After retiring,  
Gini compiled several indexing projects for the Dane County Historical Society. Gini Nichols
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Please renew your membership to the Dane County Historical Society. 
Help us fulfill our mission to preserve and promote Dane County History. 

Use the Membership Renewal form inside this newsletter.

Because of mandatory shut-downs related to Covid-19  
the Board of Directors of the Dane County Historical Society  

postponed its Annual Meeting. Currently the Board is  
considering its options including something online.  

Please stay tuned as we navigate these new waters.


