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The Dane County Historical Society 
Office and the Otto Schroeder  
Records Center are located on the  
lower level of the Lussier Family  
Heritage Center, 3101 Lake Farm  
Road just south of the Beltline near 
Lake Waubesa.

 The Dane County Historical Society will host a special membership meeting on 
Sunday, November 13, 2022, at 1:00 pm to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 

Otto Schröeder Archives and History Center (OSARC)

To celebrate, board members and staff will present the 
20-year history of the OSARC, describe DCHS’s many ongoing projects, 

and initiate a discussion charting our future.

Ongoing projects include:
• Digitization of 1500 Kronenberg Architectural Drawings

• Posting The Madison Mirror, Madison’s Central High School 
student newsletter

• The recent rescue of 20 memorial brass tablets listing Dane County’s 
Civil War dead (organized by local community)

• developing an exhibit about the Dane County Traffic Police

Everyone is invited! The more, the merrier, so bring a friend! 
There will be lots of food and time for conversation.

Frautschi Furniture Building
Designed by Ferdinand Kronenberg

If you are 70-and-a-half years old or older, the IRS requires you to withdraw Required Minimum Distri-
butions (RMD) from most tax-advantaged retirement accounts. You may also have to take RMDs from the 
retirement accounts you inherit. For most people, the deadline for taking an RMD is December 31. If you 
miss the deadline or take less than you’re required, you could be subject to a 50% tax penalty.

To avoid this penalty, you can donate your RMD to the Dane County Historical Society while also avoiding 
paying taxes on that distribution. 100% of your gift will benefit the Dane County Historical Society and our 
efforts To Preserve Your Local History. If you’d like, you could donate funds to DCHS for a specific purpose 
that aligns with your giving goals.

[The Dane County Historical Society’s Tax Identification Number is 39-1143187. To avoid paying taxes, 
you may need this ID number when withdrawing from your retirement account, so make a note.]

Help the Dane County Historical Society While At The Same Time Saving Taxes
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“St. Mary of the Oaks” Chapel – Indian Lake County Park
In 1852, four years after Wisconsin became a state, John and Anna Maria Endres and their family settled on an 80-acre 
farm that is now part of Indian Lake County Park.  The Endres’ built a chapel in 1857, some say in gratitude for their family 
surviving a diphtheria epidemic.  It was constructed on the highest point on their land which overlooked their homestead and 
Indian Lake. 
 
In this area, most immigrants came from Germany. The chapel reflects 
the German settlers’ stone masonry building methods and the simple ru-
ral chapels of their homeland. The chapel was built of local stone, wood 
and mortar all hauled to the site with a cart pulled by oxen.  To give the 
building a finished appearance, the mortar was scored on just the front of 
the building into an ashlar (cut stone) pattern. This building method was 
common in Germany and became common wherever Germans settled. 
The apse (curved or rounded section at one end of a church) is a distinct-
ly Germanic architectural feature that can be seen on early chapels in 
southeastern Wisconsin. The chapel’s location is reminiscent of European 
cathedral hilltop sites.

The chapel was dedicated and formally named St. Mary of the Oaks in 
1926.  Dane County purchased the land and chapel in 1975 and agreed 
to maintain the chapel for historic value. In 2020, the Endres family pro-
vided financial assistance to replace the aging fence and added a plaque 
to memorialize Larry Endres and Urban J. Endres (two of John and Anna 
Maria’s great grandsons). Staff from Dane County Parks used some 
of the historical materials from the Dane County Historical Society to 
research the chapel’s history. This information was to help write the text 
for a new interpretive sign that was installed in 2021.

Barbara Furstenberg, a native Wisconsinite, calls Mount Horeb her 
hometown. After I realized I could not save the world by teaching 
history and English to middle schoolers, I returned to the University of  
Wisconsin - Madison for a Ph. D. In American History. From 1967-69, 
I  found a dream job as Assistant Director of the Wisconsin Center for  
Film and Theater Research. In the 1960s, with help from UW alumni and 
Wisconsin natives Alfred Lunt, Fredric March, and others, the  Center 
became the first archive to invite living stage and screen professionals to 
donate their papers to the University. I was involved in researching and 
contacting potential donors, as well as overseeing the cataloging of the 
papers upon arrival. In 1969, I moved to Hawai`i with my art and adult 
educator husband Jim and followed a career in arts administration at the 
University of Hawai`i. I volunteered as the historian to restore the 1922 
Hawaii Theater, one of the earliest movie palaces built in the US. Retired 
in Madison, I spent many hours organizing the papers of civil rights, 
education, and senior advocate leaders Harry and Velma Hamilton for 
eventual donation to the Wisconsin Historical Society. I joined the board 
of the Dane County Historical Society in the 2000s and have taken great 
interest in the growth of the Otto Schroeder Records Center.B
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ALBION ACADEMY HISTORICAL SOCIETY REPAIRS STOUT MARKER
On September 10, 2021, a group of volunteers took down the A.B. Stout marker erected by the AAHS in 1970 to 
replace the supporting posts.  The company that makes the State and County Historical markers (SEWAH Studios, 
Marietta, Ohio) made our marker, so it has a life of at least 50 years.  It was placed at the home where A.B. Stout 
grew up in Albion.

The sign looks fine, but the supporting posts were leaning downhill and appeared ready to fall into the ditch.  We not 
only put up used utility poles donated by WE Energy of Fort Atkinson and delivered by one of their employees (his 
father just joined our Historical Society this year!), but we also cleared away much of the Lilac bush that was beginning 
to obscure the marker.

Two days later, when the cement in the post holes had hardened, we returned to hang the heavy metal sign.  Not all 
the original volunteers could come that day, so we went next door and asked for help.  Two neighbors joined us in 

hanging the marker!  

We returned a week or so later to paint the new posts and cross 
beams.  We also planted some daylilies under the marker in a 
designated flower bed.  Since A.B. Stout hybridized new kinds of 
daylilies from the “common ditch lily,” we should have some of his 
daylily hybrids on display.

In October, I sent a thank you to each volunteer, including a photo of 
the completed marker.  Maybe we will get some volunteers to join the 
Historical Society this summer.  Yes, we did ask the current residents 
if they were OK with us repairing the signposts and trimming the Lilac 
bush.  Yes, of course, they responded!

Nancy Durgin, Secretary • www.aahsmusuem.com 
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Nancy Durgin at the new daylily bed under  
the Stout marker

George Jacobs Jr.
April 23, 1934 - May 26, 2022

George Jacobs, a lifelong Madison resident and an avid con-
sumer of local history -- especially the history of Madison and 
Dane County -- died in May at 88. He was a Madison City 
Council member in the 1960s, a member of the Wisconsin His-
torical Society, and practiced law in Madison. George was a 
DCHS board member during the early ‘00s and contributed 
generously to the processing of the Wisconsin Foundry Collec-
tion processing. 
In Madison, Jacobs was a frequenter of the downtown, where 
he was often encountered on the street at lunchtime, eyes spar-
kling and a pixy-like smile on his face. He was always nattily 
dressed and stood out because of his trademark waxed handle-
bar mustache. But he was also a denizen of the North Woods 
and an avid outdoorsman and, in his later years, spent as much 
time as he could in the Eagle River area.



History of DCHS’s Archives
by Barbara Furstenberg, Archivist

The Dane County Historical Society’s collection of manuscripts, plat maps, books, architectural 
drawings, clippings, photos, and more followed a circuitous path to its present home at the Lussier 
Family Heritage Center.

The impulse to create a county historical society came from the 
Madison City Farmers, an organization of Madison residents who 
owned rural farms.  The City Farmers saw valuable records and 
heirlooms disappearing as old farmhouses were destroyed.  Collect-
ing printed materials, manuscripts, and other materials became one 
of the original objectives of the new organization.  

The first home for the collection was the Albion Historical Society, 
which devoted a room in Kumlein Hall, which had been part of the 
Albion Academy, founded in 1853 as Wisconsin’s first co-educa-

tional school. Unfortunately, on December 3, 1965, fire destroyed the Hall. 
 
By 1968, the Society had formed a partnership with the Madison Public Library and the Dane 
County Library Service, the first of its kind in Wisconsin.  DCHS obtained the documents; provid-
ed supplies, volunteers, and paid assistants to organize the col-
lections; and held the ownership of the collection. The Madison 
library provided space, supervision of the cataloging, and access to 
the public, while the Library Service provided transportation.  

The Library informed DCHS that it could no longer house the 
collection. DCHS found temporary space in the Lakeview Sanito-
rium nurse’s dormitory on Northport Drive. Under the leadership 
of president Michael Bovre, DCHS set about finding a new 
location. Bovre and his team, after looking at several options, 
favored a partnership with Dane County Parks.  

In 1999, Dane County Parks was planning the Dane County Cultural Heritage Center at Lake Farm 
Park. The Parks Department was planning a new facility dedicated to highlighting nature and histo-
ry on property bordering Lake Waubesa. Archaeologist Phil Salkin found extensive evidence of past 
cultures within the park’s boundaries. DCHS was a logical fit, so Parks Director Ken Lepine enthu-
siastically invited DCHS to join the effort.
 
DCHS raised $50,000 for its thirty-year lease for two lower-level spaces: a 25 ‘ x 25 ‘ archives room 
and an office. Again, DCHS members and supporters came through. In particular, Amy Gilliland do-
nated $50,000, enabling the Society to move into the Lussier Family Heritage Center.  
 
Amy made this generous contribution in the loving memory of her grandfather Otto Schröeder, who 
had instilled in Amy a love for history. In his honor, DCHS named its archives the Otto Schröeder 
Archives and Records Center.
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Check presentation with Kathleen Falk, 
Dane County Executive, Amy Gilliand, 

and Michael Bovre, DCHS President



RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

New AcquisitioN
1912 Roll of Honor
The Dane County Historical Society acquired 20 brass plaques entitled “Our Role 
of Honor.” They were made in 1912 and initially displayed at the GAR (Grand 
Army of the Republic) Building on 112 Monona Avenue in downtown Madison. 
The plaques list the hundreds of names of those from Dane County that died in 
the Civil War. They have been in storage since the demolition of the GAR build-
ing in 1973. DCHS is working with veteran groups to find a new location to dis-
play these wonderful memorial plaques once again.

exhibit iN DevelopmeNt
Dane County Traffic Police
DCHS is currently working with the Dane County Sheriff’s 
Office to develop an exhibit about the Dane County Traffic 
Police. The exhibition will be displayed at the Art Court at 
the Dane County Regional Airport.

DoNAtioNs to two locAl historicAl societies
In May 2022, the Vesterheim Museum, Decorah, Iowa, contacted the Dane County His-
torical Society offering two items that they were deaccessioning. One was a quilt rack 
painted by Vi Thode. The rack was white with Rogaland style rosemaling in orange, 
green, and blue and featured decoratively cut end boards, rounded top end, and cut-
out hand holds. Since it was a duplicate item, the Vesterheim did not want to keep it. 

However, since it was not appropriate for the Dane County Historical Society, DCHS accepted 
it hoping we could find a suitable home for it. Luckily the Stoughton Historical Society accepted 
it into their collection. The second was a lectern built by Rev. Herman Amberg Preus 
(1825-1894), pastor at Spring Prairie Lutheran Church, that he used as a stand-up 
writing table in his study at Spring Prairie. Rev. Preus was one of seven organizers of 
the Norwegian Synod and president from 1862-1894. Recently the Koshkonong Prai-
rie Historical Society in Cambridge accepted this into their collection.

New AcquisitioN
Wall Clock from Central High School
The Dane County Historical Society does not usually acquire museum objects, but 
we had to make an exception with this. Produced by the New Haven Clock Com-
pany, this wall clock once graced the halls of Madison’s Central High School. We 
made the exception since it works hand in hand with our substantial Central High 
School collections. It now hangs in our Lussier Family Heritage Center office and 
will be on display at our November 13, 2022, membership meeting.
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Dane County Historical Society
2023 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name:

Address:

City: State:  Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Renewing Member New Member

Levels of Membership (check only ONE)

Student, w/valid student ID

Individual Membership

$15.00

$25.00

I am enclosing an extra donation of $                                 in addition to my membership.

If you would like to designate your gift to a specific use other than our general fund, please let us know here:   

Donations to DCHS in memory of loved ones are an excellent way to help our non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

Make checks payable to & mail to:
Dane County Historical Society

3101 Lake Farm Road
Madison, WI 53711
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Please answer the following questions by checking the appropriate boxes. 
How would like to receive the newsletter:        Mail                E-mail 
Would you like to receive an email reminder about special events? 

Yes           No 

Family Membership

Business/Professional Membership

$40.00

$50.00

Golden Membership $50.00

Aldo Leopold

Thornton Wilder

$100.00

$250.00

Eston Hemings Jefferson

Belle LaFollette

$500.00

$1,000.00

Frank Lloyd Wright $2,500.00
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Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Items Come to Light
by John Becker

Dane County Historical Society has just accepted important artifacts associated with the 
G.A.R. Veterans Memorial Hall, formerly located at 118 Monona Avenue (where the Risser 
Justice Center and Law Library now stands on MLK Jr Blvd) in Madison.

The G.A.R., the largest and most influential Civil War veteran organization of the 19th centu-
ry, was established in Illinois in April 1866 by veteran surgeon Benjamin F. Stephenson and 
others. On June 10, 1866, Wisconsin's first local chapter (or Post) was chartered in Madison. It 
was initially named in honor of Cassius Fairchild, a former commander of the 16th Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment. A brother, Lucius, who commanded the 2nd Wisconsin Infantry, 

was one of the Post’s charter members. At the time, he was serving the first of three terms as Governor of Wisconsin.

Lucius Fairchild was a leading advocate for veteran interests. He was elected Commander of the G.A.R.’s Department of 
Wisconsin, followed shortly after his election as the G.A.R.’s National Commander in 1886. The Madison Post achieved 
the height of its membership (188) in 1907. It was disbanded upon the death on January 11, 1940, of its last member, 
Charles F. Moulton of Mazomanie.

The GAR Memorial Hall on Monona Avenue was funded by the Henry Harnden Camp No. 2 of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War. That Camp (or local chapter) was chartered in Madison on June 10, 1902, and remains active 
today. Not coincidentally, the G.A.R. Memorial Association of Dane Co., Wisconsin, the hall’s operator, was incorporat-
ed on June 10, 1902, and also remains active today.

The first portion of the collection of artifacts recovered by DCHS from Reynolds 
Transfer and Storage Company is a series of three large—up to 3 feet by 17 feet—
wooden boards attached to a total of twenty metal plaques honoring Dane Coun-
ty’s Civil War veterans. These objects, dated 1912, are collectively referred to as 
“veteran memorial tablets.” These brass plaques were housed in the GAR Memorial 
Hall before its demolition in 1973. 

The second of the artifacts received by the DCHS is a large Bible 
with a prominent inscription showing a presentation to the Lucius 
Fairchild Corps No. 37, a local chapter of the Woman’s Relief 
Corps (W.R.C.). The W.R.C. was an order allied to the G.A.R. 
and remains an active charitable and patriotic organization. It also 
participated in the funding of the Monona Avenue hall.

The G.A.R. formally conveyed the interests in all of its property 
in the mid-1950s to its successor organization, the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), a hereditary and patriotic 
society established in 1881 chartered by Congress in 1954.

DCHS notified the SUVCW’s Commander in Chief and headquarters staff of the Society’s acquisition of the artifacts. In 
addition, DCHS has been advised to work collaboratively with Henry Harnden Camp No. 2.

At a regular meeting in September 2022, the Camp members voted unanimously to support DCHS’s efforts to find a suit-
able location so the Dane County public can see the tablets for themselves. We have already received financial pledges to 
have the Bible restored and will hold it in our collections pending further instruction from our board of directors.
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church on Madison’s near east side, 2165 Linden St., is slated for  
demolition and an apartment building will take its place. 

Sector67, a nearby community workshop and recycler,  asked Threshold Development if they 
could salvage items from the building.  One of the parishioners mentioned that they remembered 
placing a time capsule behind the corner stone when the building was built in 1968.

Sector67 “excavated” the time capsule from behind the cornerstone and invited the congregation 
and community members to witness the opening of the time capsule on August 11th, 2022.   
About 50 people attended.  Many of them were longtime members of the congregation and were  
invited to share their memories. The time capsule turned out to be a copper box hand-made by 
George McNulty, a member of the congregation and a tinsmith who had worked for UW-Madison.

The 12 items found inside included: a 60th  
anniversary history booklet, a statistical chart of  
the congregation 1944-1965, info on the new 
church building, and information on the large 
wooden cross that was made and blessed in Jeru-
salem especially for the new sanctuary. Because 
the congregation has copies of all these items, they 
were donated to the East Side History Club and 
are now housed at the Historic Blooming Grove 
Historical Society’s Nathaniel Dean House.Z
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Walter E. Scott Materials Added to Recollection Wisconsin
The Dane County Historical Society holds many of Walter E. Scott’s papers. Scott (1911-1983) was a well-known naturalist induct-
ed into the Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame in 1995. He also had a penchant for preserving local history and was one of the 
founders of Historic Madison Inc. 

This extensive collection includes three scrapbooks, presumably compiled by Walter Scott, consisting primarily of newspaper clip-
pings. Together these three scrapbooks document the controversial public efforts as they played out in local newspaper coverage to 
establish the Cherokee Marsh, an environmentally critical part of the Yahara River headwaters, as a public conservation park. 

The clipping scrapbooks also included 27 photographs taken by the Wisconsin Conservation Department of Cherokee Marsh, dated 
August 16, 1962. (WCD was a precursor to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, established in 1967.) Some photos 
were taken from an airplane, some by a rowboat, and others from the shoreline. To see these photos go to Recollection Wisconsin 
and search for the Dane County Historical Society to see these beautiful photos and many other highlights from our collection. 
Future plans include digitizing the three scrapbooks of newspaper clippings documenting in great detail the debate as it brewed to 
create this public conservation park.
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Verona Area HS Celebrates Verona’s 175th 
Anniversaries typically seem to be an excellent example of when a local historical society has its work cut 
out. Nonetheless, Verona Area Historical Society took up the challenge and planned a series of events for 
the City of Verona’s 175th. 

The most significant undertaking was the “Verona: Then and Now” photographic series displayed at the 
Verona Public Library. First, VAHS selected a main subject from its photo collections for a “then” photo. 
Next, a modern view was taken to exhibit next to it.

For instance, one historic photo showed an expansive farm scene. Its modern equivalent depicted a filled 
suburb, with the original farmhouse tucked in amongst the rows of contemporary houses. Several early 
1900’s postcards showed horses and buggies, whereas current photos depicted SUVs and bicycles. A rail-
road in one shot became a bike trail in another.

VAHS also led its first downtown walking tour. The tour guides strolled down South Main Street telling 
personal stories of families and businesses that once occupied downtown. For example, a curiously long 
and narrow building that currently houses a lawyer’s office was built in the 1920s by an Austrian immigrant 
and his family as a bowling alley (raise your hand if you know what “pin setting” was!) Likewise, an Italian 
restaurant where Veronans enjoy spaghetti dinners once housed a combination 1930s funeral home and 
furniture store, with bodies embalmed where the restrooms are now.  

The Verona Public Library scheduled a series of speakers that included a visit from members of the Ho-
Chunk Nation.  Wearing traditional regalia (after explaining the vast difference between the terms “regalia” 
and “costume” - one being respectful and the other being something worn for Halloween), a Ho-Chunk 
performer played a large drum that thundered through the library’s atrium while dancers demonstrated tra-
ditional dances.  

The month of events was capped off on June 30th with a “Happy Birthday, Verona!” event held at Verona’s 
Hometown Junction Park.  Family activities included a farm animal petting zoo (a nod to Verona’s rural 
past), a historic building scavenger hunt, and a hands-on display of “Classic Toys of Yesteryear”.  It was 
here that attendees learned how a Rubik's cube elicits very different reactions:  Middle-age folks would 
exclaim, “How can a toy I played with now be a classic already?” sometimes adding, “I never did solve 
this…”   While the adults lamented, many teenagers and younger kids simply picked up the Rubik's cubes 
and solved them in seconds!  When asked how they learned to do it so quickly, they’d remark, “YouTube”.

Before and After photos of the Zingg Farm. Google Earth took the modern aerial.
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Address Service Requested

DCHS To Celebrate the Twentieth Anniversary of the 
Otto Schröeder, Archives and Records Center (OSARC)

It was 20 years ago that the Dane County Historical Society signed a 30-year lease to 
occupy two rooms on the lower level of the newly-completed Lussier Family Heritage 
Center in Lunney Lake Farm Park. The Board has decided to mark this milestone in 
three ways: 

  • Highlighting the richness of our collections in the OSARC,
  • Celebrating the Society’s ongoing accomplishments, and 
  • Laying the groundwork for a path going forward.

So with all that in mind, we invite all our members and friends to join us at 1:00 pm, 
November 13, 2022. Presentations will focus on the organization's history, present, 
and future. And, of course, there will be lots of food and time to catch up with old 
friends and network with other like-minded local historians.


