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ICommunity, Kids Fund
will miss Joyce Erdman

was just that sh

By Dave Zweifel knew was right and she wen

The irony was outand showed the world how
i“““"’"ﬂ’y' x og:tld‘uh&o always struck me

1 had just re- much more about Joyce rd

turned to the of-
fice Tuesday after-
noon from an exec-
utive  committee
meeting of our
Kids Fund where
we had voted on a
number of grant
proposals for programs aimed
at helping troubled kids around
the county.

Joyce Erdman, who l\lﬂ
been our president for the
13 years, wasn't there,
was unusual, but she was in

Arizona, someone said, vaca-
tioning with her husband Mar-
shall.

Then the phone It was

Fred Miller, our publisher, who
had just received a call at his

board, to which she had de-
voted countless hours for so

many years, was meeting to o

carry on the work she had
started.

The Kids Fund was just one

o! 50 many causes and projects

which this grand woman

l\ld onntrlbuud her time, her

mind and her money over the

years.

To us at The Capital Times
he represented in flesh and
blood what we so often have

ounce of her energy to

‘causes,

And she did it all with class
and dignity.

Her trailblazing for the
‘women's movement  didn't
come about through shrill

reats or ultimatums. It came
about because she showed
everyone beyond any doubt
that a woman was just as capa-

as any man,
LU

o as early as 1946 she be-
came the first woman stu-
dent elected president of

e Wisconsin Student Associa-
on. Later she became the first
oman elected president of the
e of Shorewood Hills and
1980 she became the first
oman president of the UW's

To her those accomplish-
ents were never a big deal. It

ble, just as intelligent, just as
able to lead

man was her unrelenting con

cern for the unfortunate

her belief that both govern

ment and the business worl

;L:sded to piteh in to make lif
tter.

most success|
ful businessmen. Joyce coulc
have lived one of those storiec
carefree lives away from the
distractions of everyday life.
But she would have nothing
of that. “No one is rich unlese
they're rich in doing," she once

told me.

That's why she worked tc
establish an overseas sf
program at the UW or why s|
was a volunteer on the

Board or why she worknd end-
lessly to convince people ta
contribute to the UW Founda-

interest in progressive govern-|
ment, in the environment, in|
the need to act, not just talk]
about problems.

We all will miss her deeply.

Dave Zweifel is the editor|
of The Capital Times.
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