Dane County Historical Society Annual Meeting: June 4, 2023 
Seven Acre Dairy Company, Paoli, Wisconsin 
President John Decker called the meeting to order at 1:45 p. m. John invited the attendees to  introduce themselves: 
Rich Eggleston is a member of the Fitchburg and Price County Historical Societies, Historic  Madison, and the Dane County Historical Society Board of Directors. 
Barbara Furstenberg is a member of the Mount Horeb Area, Historic Blooming Grove, and  Price County Historical Societies and the Dane County Historical Society Board of Directors. Roger Cassel is a member of the Sun Prairie Historical Society and is active in other Sun Prairie organizations. 
Paul Hessman is a member of the Mazomanie Historical Society, the Dane County Historical  Society Board of Directors, and historical organizations in Iowa City, IA, and South  Dakota. 
Mike Flaherty is a member of the McFarland Historical Society. 
Arlen Kay is a member of the Oregon Historical Society. 
Darlene Novak is a member of the Mount Horeb Area Historical Society. 
Donna Read is a member of the Mount Horeb Area Historical Society. 
Anita Clark 
Marie 
Sally 
Gini and Stan Nichols are members of the Dane County Historical Society. Gini is a member of the Board. 
Jerry and Yvonne Remy are members of the Belleville and Dane County Historical Societies. Jerry is on the Dane County Historical Society Board of Directors, and Dan Stephans is a member of the Evansville Historical Society. 
Vicky Brown 
Joanne Swenson 
Chloe Foor is an intern for the Dane County Historical Society. 
Greer Christensen-Gibbons is an intern for the Dane County Historical Society. Rick Bernstein is the Administrator of the Dane County Historical Society. Margie 
John Clark 
John and Sandy Decker are members of the Dane County Historical Society. President’s Report. <> 
Minutes. Jerry Remy moved to approve the minutes of the 2022 annual meeting. Gini Nichols seconded the motion, which passed. 
Election. On behalf of the nominating committee, John Decker nominated Peter Williams, Mike  Flaherty, Jerry Remy, Joanne Jensen, and Rich Eggleston for election to the board for a term of three years. There were no nominations from the floor. The candidates were elected unanimously. 
Archives Report. 
• Barbara Furstenberg explained that 2022 saw the archives moving into the contemporary world of online research while consolidating the achievements of the past fifty years. The Kronenberg Collection of architectural drawings has been digitized and will be uploaded onto Recollection Wisconsin. The outdated office records are being incorporated into the Otto Schroeder Records and Archives Center collection. 
• Included in the office records are Deeds of Gift to two collections we do not have. One is the Historic Madison Inc. Oral History tapes that were given during our 
years at the Madison Public Library. Rick is working with the Library and Historic Madison to provide wider availability of these tapes. The other collection contains many newspapers relating to Mount Horeb, Dane County, and Blue Mounds that were deeded to  DCHS in 1973 before there were any archives. The gift provided the newspapers to be housed in the Mount Horeb Library. The DCHS board has voted to deaccession these items and transfer ownership to the Mount Horeb Area Historical Society, to whom they had been transferred. 
• The Town of Madison was dissolved and annexed into the City of Madison on October 30,  2022. Sandy Bennett helped us receive some Town records that the Wisconsin Historical Society had not acquired. 
• There is a backlog of materials acquired over the past several years. We have started cataloging these materials, beginning with the Veerhusen collection, a scrapbook depicting people and events in Madison’s social life in the 1930s, including photos, documents, and clippings. The scrapbook was created by the daughter of H. J. Veerhusen, founder of the beloved Olson-Veerhusen Menswear Store on Capitol Square. 
• Two additions to the Madison Mozart Club collection have also been cataloged. One comprised a group of letters and programs Rick purchased over eBay. The other collection consisted of ledgers covering most of the Club’s years of operation. The original collection, dating from 1978, had entered the Past Perfect computerized system in the early 2000s just as it had been originally organized because there had not been enough time or manpower to re-catalogue the existing collections. We have, therefore, reorganized the entire Madison Mozart Club collection. With the two new additions, the  Madison Mozart Club papers now present a fuller picture of the entire life of the organization. 
• We extend thanks to those who have helped us this year, including Guy Henkel at the  Madison Public Library; Mark Gajewski, President of Historic Madison Inc.; Sandy Bennett and Ann Waidelich, who worked on the Town of Madison papers; Sarah Kapellusch, Registrar for the Wisconsin Veterans Museum, and Jennifer Skarbek, Collection Development Archivist at the Wisconsin Historical Society for generous consultation. 
Rick Bernstein presented twenty slides illustrating highlights of the year. 
• Town of Madison records include ledgers from the fire and police departments and a clipping collection. 
• All 1793 Ferdinand L. Kronenburg architectural drawings have been scanned. Our intern, Chloe Foor, created the metadata, and the drawings have been uploaded to Recollection Wisconsin. A fund-raising campaign facilitated this project. 
• Twenty-seven photos of the Cherokee Marsh section of the Yahara River headwaters taken in  1962 from the air, boat, and shore by the Wisconsin Conservation Department from the  DCHS Walter Scott Collection have been digitized, scanned, and put on Recollection  Wisconsin, as well as a scrapbook detailing the 1960’s controversy about making the march into a public preserve. 
• The Madison Mirror, Madison Central High School's newspaper, has been added to the DCHS website. The goal is to create the metabase for uploading onto the Recollection Wisconsin website. 
• The Martin P. Schneider Architectural Collection is the next goal for digitization. Schneider designed the Andrew Hoff General Store in Mount Horeb and an apartment building on  Francis Street, among others. 
• The Haney’s Tavern Marker near Cross Plains needs restoration. The wooden support has been replaced, but the marker needs to be restored for $1,400. This is a future goal. • Two-thirds of the Historic Madison Inc. Oral Histories have been digitized and uploaded to <? >. Historic Madison has transcribed and printed all of them. Rick is working with Historic  Madison and the Madison Public Library to complete the project. 
• Rick helped find homes for several items outside our scope of collection: a Norwegian quilt  rack to the Stoughton Historical Society, a lecturn to the Cambridge Historical Society, a 
German family documents to the Max Kade Institute at the University of Wisconsin and two table legs from the former Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) building to the Wisconsin Veterans Museum. Rick acknowledged Mark Storch's help with the latter. 
• DCHS has acquired a New Haven 1905 wall clock that had been used at Madison Central  High School. 
• DCHS has taken possession of twenty memorial plaques listing the names of Dane County veterans who died in the Civil War. These plaques had once resided in the GAR building. We do not usually accept material like this, but they are of such significant historical interest that it is appropriate for us to do so. 
Rick introduced our two interns, Chloe Foor and Greer Christensen-Gibbons. 
Rick reported that funding from Dane County has been increased to $14,967. There are 73 members, and membership dues and gifts have totaled $4,425. 
Special Guest Presentation. Craig Deller, Conservator and Fellow at the American Institute of  Conservation gave an excellent illustrated talk about his work as a conservator on projects in  Thailand, Nepal, and Madison. He discussed the distinction between preservation and restoration. He explained his work on restoring a portrait of Admiral David Farragut, which had hung in the GAR building and will be installed at the Wisconsin State Capitol, and the process of restoring the GAR memorial plaques for DCHS. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.
