Dane County Historical Society: February 16, 2026 
Present: Nino Amato, John Decker, Mike Flaherty, Barbara Furstenberg, Jane Licht, Gini  Nichols, Peter Williams. Rick Bernstein, Executive Director. Excused: Paul Hessman, Joann  Jensen 
John Decker called the meeting to order at 1:50 pm. 
Minutes: Jane Licht moved to approve the January minutes. Mike Flaherty seconded the motion, which passed. 
President’s Report. 
• Board vacancies. Mike and Joann Jensen are up for re-election. The death of Jerry Remy  leaves a vacancy. Peter Williams moved to nominate Joanne Jensen and Beverly Kneebone as Emeritus members; seconded by Nino and passed. 
• Board nominations. Mike mentioned that it is desirable to recruit board members from all  areas of Dane County. Rick Bernstein was asked to contact the county historical organizations for potential members. Jane Licht (chair), Nino Amato, and Gini Nichols were appointed to the Nominations Committee.  
• Civil War memorial plaque project. John explained that there is a movement to place  memorial plaques honoring Wisconsin soldiers at Antiedam and Manassas A bill has been  introduced in the US House of Representatives. Jane moved that the Dane County Historical Society add its support; seconded by Gini and passed. 
2026 Annual meeting. 
• Nino Amato has signed a contract for the Italian Men’s Working Club and is donating the  rental fee of $100. He pointed out that the Club is not handicapped accessible. • Nino will carry out the publicity. He plans to send invitations to elected officials, the Urban  League, and members of the South Madison community. 
• Nino will moderate the program.  
• The board was asked to provide refreshments.  
• It was agreed that this event can promote memberships by having a table display and placing membership forms on chairs.  
Financial report. 
• Rick reported that the Summit Credit Union cash accounts total $4,055.84. • The Baird account held $91,938.76 as of December 31, 2025. Richard Braun has  recommended that the funds be revised to reduce the bond allocation from 20% to 10%. 
Jerry Remy memorial gift(s). 
• Rick has received $75 each from Barbara Furstenberg and Gini to be contributed from DCHS  to the Belleville Area Historical Society in memory of Jerry Remy. He asked that board members who wish to add to this contribution provide their check in the next two weeks.  
• St. Raphael's Frenchtown Cemetery. Rick is working with the sexton of the cemetery to have  it cleaned. Since Jerry had been instrumental in the creation of this marker, it would be good  to turn it into a commemoration for Jerry. 
Archives. Barbara reported that Rick has obtained a significant addition to the Vilas Zoo  collection. She has catalogued some miscellaneous items that Rick discovered on shelves in  the archives room: a large map of Dane County historical museums published by DCHS and a  banner for the 1921 Dane County fair. She has also continued to catalogue the Hessman 
collection, including a studio portrait of James "John" Adams Riley aka “Snowball,” a well  known State Street personality in the 1960’s and ’70’s. 
Executive Director’s Report. 
• Unjust Deeds update. Rick has given presentations at the 1st Unitarian Meeting Society,  Attic Angels, McFarland and Madison Central Libraries. He will do a program at Penney  Library in April. He has made presentations at most of the libraries and is now reaching out  to other organizations. 
• Change of board meeting times. Mike moved to change the start time of future meetings to 1 pm. Peter seconded the motion, which passed. 
Old business. Peter has investigated the time line for the Dane County Jail Consolidation  Project. The future use of the vacated space, which falls under the Department of Public  Works, is being considered for use as general office relocation. Peter will continue to explore the possibility of obtaining some space for our future home and needs to have a proposal for space needs. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 pm. 
 
